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Sept. 10 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2008

Remarks Following a Meeting With President Jalal Talabani of Iraq
September 10, 2008

President Bush. Mr. President, welcome.
First of all, I am so pleased to see that
you’re looking good. The President’s health
is strong, and that’s going to be very impor-
tant for the people of Iraq. After all, there’s
been no stronger defender of a free Iraq
than President Talabani. I’ve known him
for a long time. He cares deeply about
the Iraqi people, and he has been a strong
defender of human liberty.

Mr. President, thanks for the good con-
versation we had about the election laws,
about the need to get a strategic framework
agreement signed. And thank you very
much for bringing me up to date on your
perspective about life inside of Iraq. It’s—
things have changed a lot since we’ve
known each other.

President Talabani. Of course.
President Bush. And attitudes are com-

pletely different now that people realize the
security situation has changed and mothers
can raise their children in a more normal
life. It’s still difficult, but there’s no doubt
that the surge has been effective, which
has enabled us to take out troops. Iraqis
want there to be fewer U.S. troops, the
United States wants there to be fewer U.S.
troops, but both of us want to realize that
vision based upon success.

And so, Mr. President, welcome back.
I’m glad you’re feeling good. And thank
you for the visit.

President Talabani. Well, Mr. President,
thank you very much for giving me the
honor of meeting you again. I think it’s
clear that we are in Iraq looking to you
as a hero of liberation of Iraq from worst
kind of dictatorship. And now we are work-
ing with your—with you, Mr. President, for
finalizing the strategic framework of—
agreement between United States and Iraq.

And also, we are always getting benefit
from your views about how to secure Iraq.
I think you know very well that we—you

and we in Iraq achieved very good suc-
cesses on terrorism. Now I can say all parts
of Iraq liberated from terrorist control and
activities. It’s true that some groups remain,
hiding themselves from here or there, but
there’s no place, no inch of Iraqi land
under the control of terrorist activities.
There are some terrorist—still groups work-
ing, hiding themself. And thanks to you
and sacrifice of your brave Army and to
Iraqi people, now we can live in peace and
security.

And Iraq Government started to spend
the money which we have for serving the
Iraqi people and rebuilding the country, re-
constructing the country. Not only we liber-
ated our country from terrorist activities,
but also from militias, outlawed militias
who are also making troubles and danger
for Iraqi people.

And as you have heard, the Basra city,
Sadr City, Shulla, Ninawa, Baqubah, all
these cities are now liberated. So we are
thankful to you and to your people, your
Army. We hope that the agreement about
this strategy situation will be signed soon.

And as usual, we are working in—our
Parliament is working now for finalizing the
draft of a new law for election of Provinces.
And I hope that—as I heard the news yes-
terday—I hope that today it will be final-
ized, because the groups—head of groups
of Parliament are now gathering in Par-
liament to reach—to finalize it.

In our country, we are now busy to re-
construct our country and to rebuild our
country. And I am glad to tell you, Mr.
President, that our relation with our neigh-
bors is improved very well—with Turkey,
with Syria, with Iran, with the Arab coun-
tries. The relation is normal now, and we
have no problem with any of these coun-
tries. In contrary, many, many new ambas-
sadors are coming——

President Bush. That’s right.
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President Talabani. ——to our country
from Arab countries. And our—the visit of
Prime Minister of Turkey, Mr. Tayyip
Recep Erdogan, and of the—His Majesty
the King of Jordan to Baghdad was very
successful and was encouraging Iraqi peo-
ple to understand that they have friends
outside Iraq.

So I hope that friendship and relation
between your great people and the Iraqi
people will continue and will be strength-

ened. And we will never forget what you
have done for our people.

President Bush. Thank you, President.
Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:53 p.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House. Presi-
dent Talabani referred to King Abdullah II
of Jordan. The Office of the Press Secretary
also released a Spanish language transcript
of these remarks.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the Proposed Agreement for
Cooperation Between the Government of the United States of America and
the Government of India Concerning Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy
September 10, 2008

To the Congress of the United States:
I am pleased to transmit to the Congress,

pursuant to section 123 of the Atomic En-
ergy Act of 1954, as amended (42 U.S.C.
2153) (AEA), the text of a proposed Agree-
ment for Cooperation Between the Govern-
ment of the United States of America and
the Government of India Concerning
Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy. I am also
pleased to transmit my written determina-
tion concerning the Agreement, including
my approval of the Agreement and my au-
thorization to execute the Agreement, and
an unclassified Nuclear Proliferation Assess-
ment Statement (NPAS) concerning the
Agreement. (In accordance with section
123 of the AEA, as amended by title XII
of the Foreign Affairs Reform and Restruc-
turing Act of 1998 (Public Law 105–277),
a classified annex to the NPAS, prepared
by the Secretary of State in consultation
with the Director of National Intelligence,
summarizing relevant classified information,
will be submitted to the Congress sepa-
rately.) The joint memorandum submitted
to me by the Secretary of State and the
Secretary of Energy and a letter from the
Chairman of the Nuclear Regulatory Com-

mission stating the views of the Commis-
sion are also enclosed.

The proposed Agreement has been nego-
tiated in accordance with the AEA and
other applicable law. In my judgment, it
meets all applicable statutory requirements
except for section 123 a.(2) of the AEA,
from which I have exempted it as described
below.

The proposed Agreement provides a
comprehensive framework for U.S. peaceful
nuclear cooperation with India. It permits
the transfer of information, non-nuclear
material, nuclear material, equipment (in-
cluding reactors) and components for nu-
clear research and nuclear power produc-
tion. It does not permit transfers of any
restricted data. Sensitive nuclear tech-
nology, heavy-water production technology
and production facilities, sensitive nuclear
facilities, and major critical components of
such facilities may not be transferred under
the Agreement unless the Agreement is
amended. The Agreement permits the en-
richment of uranium subject to it up to
20 percent in the isotope 235. It permits
reprocessing and other alterations in form
or content of nuclear material subject to
it; however, in the case of such activities
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